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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

1. (Currently Amended) In a handheld audio playback device, a method for 
playing back an audio data file, the audio data file being encoded in accordance 
with a selected one of a plurality of encoding formats, the method comprising the 
steps of: 

identifying a selected audio data file in response to a user input; 

identifying a decoder file associated with the selected audio data file, the 
decoder file comprising a program to control the operations of a digital signal 
processor; 

transferring the selected audio data file and the associated decoder file to 
the digital signal processor, wherein the audio data file and the associated decoder 
file are both stored in a single removable data storage device coupled to the 
handheld audio playback device; 

d e t e rmin i ng - a un i qu o i d e nt i ficat i on acooo i at e d with - t fre r e mov a b le data 
s tor a g e d e v i oo coup l ed to th e handhold audio playback dov i oe, and d e crypting tho 
aud i o data f il o using - the un i quo i dentificat i on and decrypting the associated 
decoder file using a first key; 

using a second key and a unique identification associated with the single 
removable data storage device to generate a third kev: 

decrypting the selected audio data file using the third key; 

decoding the decrypted audio data file in accordance with the decrypted 
decoder file in thfe digital signal processor; and 

providing the decoded audio data file to an output device. 

2, (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1, further 
comprising the step of; 

reading a configuration file that associated each one of a plurality of audio 
data files with a particular one of a plurality of decoder files, and the identifying the 
decoder file step comprises identifying the decoder file using the configuration fife. 
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3. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 2, wherein the 
single removable data storage device is a solid state data storage device. 

4. (Currently Amended) A handheld audio playback apparatus for playing 
back an audio data file encoded in accordance with a selected one of a plurality of 
encoding formats, the apparatus comprising: 

user input means for receiving user commands; 
data input means for receiving digital data; 
a digital signal processor; 

a micro-controller, coupled to the user input means, the data input means, 
the output means and the digital signal processor, for identifying a user selected 
audio data file and a decoder file associated with the user selected audio data file, 
the decoder file comprising a program for controlling the operation of the digital 
signal processor, fef the micro-controller transferring the user selected audio data 
file and the associated decoder file from a single user removable data storage 
device to the digital signal processor in response to a user selection, d e t e rmining q 
uniquo ident i f i cation assoc i ated w i th th e removab l o data ctorago do vi co coupled to 
th e handh ol d aud i o playbaok - dov i co, and d e crypt i ng tho coloot e d a udio - data fi l o 
us i ng tho uniqu e ident i fication and d e crypting tho ass ociat e d docodor fil e U 6 ing a 
fa s t k e y, the d i gital s i gna l proc e ssor docoding th e us e f and wherein the digital 
signal processor decrypts the associ ated decoder file using a first kev. uses a 
second key and a unique identification associated with the single user removable 
data storage device to generate a third key, decrypts the user selected audio data 
file using the third kev. and decodes the decrypted audio data file in accordance 
with the decrypted associated decoder file, 

5. (Currently Amended) The handheld audio playback apparatus according 
to claim 4, wherein the single user removable data storage device comprises a 
solid state data storage device coupled to the micro-controller. 

6. (Currently Amended) A handheld audio playback system, comprising: 
user input means for receiving user commands; 

data input means for receiving digital data; 
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a removable data storage device coupled to the data input means; 
a digital signal processor; and 

a micro-controller, coupled to the user input means, the data input means, 
and the digital signal processor, for identifying a selected audio data file and an 
associated decoder file stored on the removable data storage device in response 
to a user input, the micro-controller transferring the selected audio data file and the 
associated decoder file to the digital signal processor, dotormining a un i qu e 
id e ntification assoc ia t e d w i th the romovable data storago d e vic e coup le d to tho 
handhold a ud i o pl a yback dov i c o , and d e crypt i ng tho -sele ct e d 3udio data fiten ^&mg 
the un i qu e id e nt i ficat i on and th e a s s ooiat e d docod e r fif e using a f i rst key, th e 
di gital s i gna l proooo s or decoding wherein the digital signal processor decrypts the 
associated decoder file using a first key, uses a second key and a unique 
identification associated with the removable data storage device to Generate a third 
key, decrypts the selected audio data file using the third key, and decodes the 
decrypted audio data file in accordance with the decrypted associated decoder file. 

7. (Previously Presented) The system according to claim 6, wherein the 
removable data storage device comprises a solid state data storage device. 

8. (Cancelled) 

9. (Currently Amended) The system according to claim 6, wherein the 
removable data storage device includes a configuration file for identifying a 
plurality of stored audio data files and the decoder file associated with each one of 
the plurality of stored audio data files. 

10. (Currently Amended) In a handheld audio playback device, a method 
for playing back an audio data file, the audio data file being encoded in 
accordance with a selected one of a plurality of encoding formats, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

identifying a selected audio data file in response to a user input; 
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identifying a decoder file associated with the selected audio data file, the 
decoder file comprising a program to control the operations of a digital signal 
processor; 

transferring the selected audio data file and the associated decoder file to 
the digital signal processor, wherein the audio data file and the associated decoder 
file are both stored in a single removable data storage device coupled to the 
handheld audio playback device; 

d e t e rm i ning first and s e cond - koyo accoc i at e d with tho remov a b le data 
s tor a g e dev i c e co up l o d to th e handheld aud i o pl a yback d e vice, and d e crypting th e 
a udio d a t a fi le us i ng tho first k e y a R4 decrypting the associated decoder file using 
th e second a first key; 

using a second key and a unique identification associated with the single 
removable data storage device to generate a third key; 

decrypting the selected audio data file using the third kev: 

decoding the selected decrypted audio data file in accordance with the 
decrypted decoder file in the digital signal processor; and 

providing the decoded audio data file to an output device. 
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